
 

 

SANITEC: A sanitation revolution for Madagascar 
Plant dedication ña major milestoneò for the people   
     Songs, dances and the blessing of the Archbishop of 

Toamasina marked the dedication of the SANITEC sani-

tary wares production plant on November 2 in Analamal-

otra.  Because of its potential to improve conditions for 

the poor, SANITEC has held a central place in the Caring 

Response Madagascar strategic plan. CRMF Director 

Ginny Wiltse cut the red, white and green ribbon in cere-

monies attended by a crowd of hundreds including 

church and civil dignitaries. "SANITECôs opening is a 

major milestone for CRMF and more importantly for the 

people of Madagascar,ò commented CRMF President 

David Wiltse.  He acknowledged the tireless efforts of 

Brother Edwin Joseph, Silvester Marianathan and the 

SANITEC team who have worked for five years to bring 

the project to fruition. 

     At full production, the SANITEC plant will be able to 

produce thousands of latrines, water filters and smokeless 

cook ovens on a monthly basis using locally available 

materials. Local production reduces substantially the cost 

of these crucial items. The majority of the population in 

Madagascar does not have access to either clean water or 

sanitary waste disposal. 

SANITECôs goal is to revo-

lutionize sanitation in 

Madagascar and to do so 

using a sustainable social 

business model in which 

profits are returned to pro-

jects that benefit the poor. 

     The plant houses a 50-

meter tunnel kiln, a mold-

making workshop, a slip 

house for grinding raw ma-

terials, and casting and 

glazing equipment. It will operate 24-hours a day and 

will employ approximately seventy local people, half of 

them women.  

     ñWe are extraordinarily proud of this accomplishment 

and grateful to all of the donors who contributed to make 

this dream a reality,ò added David and he urged CRMF 

friends:  ñPlease continue to keep SANITEC in your 

prayers as we enter this new and exciting phase." 
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The SANITEC sanitary wares production plant was formally dedicated on 

November 2 with hundreds of dignitaries and guests in attendance. 

Toamasina Archbishop Désiré Tsarahazana (center) officiated at the bless-

ing of the SANITEC plant, then joined Brother Edwin Joseph for a tour. 

CRMFôs Ginny Wiltse got a tour of 

the SANITEC plant from Director 

Silvester Marianathan.  
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Guest Column: Keith Ruehlmann 
 

ñThe heart cannot feel what the eyes have not seen.ò 
 

    My godmother, Ginny Wiltse, shared the above words with 

me a few days before we embarked for Madagascar.  It was the 

first time I had to plan for this kind of adventure, and as the 

departure date approached, I wanted to ensure that I was ade-

quately prepared.  I asked Aunt Ginny about what clothing to 

pack, what bug spray to bring, and overall, what to expect.  I 

realize now how silly those questions were. 

 

    You cannot truly prepare for Madagascar.  Of course you can 

pack accordingly; thatôs the easy part.  But how can you pre-

pare yourself for the unimaginable, such as a child who enters 

the room seeking medical attention because a week earlier a 

stick punctured his eye and ruptured his cornea?  The seeping 

wound that was once his eye is unforgettable, but so is his an-

guish, so is the fact that his vision would have been saved had 

he not lived in such a deeply impoverished nation.  How does a 

woman with a cancerous ovarian tumor the size of a pregnant 

womanôs stomach facing inevitable death meet your expectations?  Neither of these events are what you plan for (how 

and why would you?), and yet they happened while we were in Madagascar along with numerous similar heartbreaking 

stories. 

 

     While it would be easy to focus on the overwhelming difficulties faced each and every day by the good people of 

Toamasina, it is impossible not to recognize the tremendous advancements that have been made in their quality of life. 

These, too, exceeded my expectations. In just the last ten years, and thanks in large part to the work of CRMF, the re-

gion surrounding Toamasina has seen an exponential improvement in sanitation and literacy. These accomplishments 

coupled with the leadership of Brother Edwin instill hope in me and, as I witnessed, the people of Toamasina.  I know 

now that change is possible, and it is very real in Madagascar. 

 

     For years I had seen pictures of and heard about CRMF and its projects.  I must admit, I had always looked at them 

with passive interest (sorry, Aunt Ginny!).  Madagascar was thousands of miles away, and although I knew the work 

being done was admirable, to say the least, it still did not affect me directly.  But now, because of my journey to Mada-

gascar, my outlook has changed.  My eyes have now seen, and my heart now feels. 

Keith and friends in one of the urban quartiers of Toamasina. 

In the photo above with Keith Ruehlmann are Peace Corps volunteers Contu, Kelley, Julie 
and Aaron.  
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Time to Give Thanks 

     At this time of Thanksgiving, CRMF acknowledges the 

generosity of all those who contributed to the success of our 

November mission to Madagascar. In particular, we thank 

Archbishop Désiré Tsarahazana for his hospitality, for his 

interest in our healthcare work and for his appointment of 

Father Pierrot to be our liaison. We thank the sister-nurses at 

the Dispensary Antsiramandroso for working side by side 

with us in our rural medical clinics and for welcoming us 

into their home. We thank the members of the Catholic Doc-

tors Association of Toamasina for organizing our medical 

education programs at Toamasina Hospital and we look for-

ward to our future work with them on behalf of poor women 

and children. CRMF sends special thanks to our Peace 

Corps friends who served as translators during our medical 

mission clinic days. Their language skills made it possible 

for us to communicate with more than six hundred patients. 

We also acknowledge the goodwill of Good Samaritan Hospital and Bernenôs Pharmacy in Cincinnati, and the Catholic 

Medical Mission Board in New York, whose donations enabled us to deliver medical care and medications to the poor of 

Toamasina. The medical mission is a collaborative venture between CRMF and By the Holy Spirit, a medical mission 

non-profit. We thank every member of the 2010 team: each one brought a special gift to this successful endeavor. 

     In addition, CRMF sends heartfelt thanks to ONG St. Gabriel, our partner organization in Madagascar.  Our 2010 

visit was enhanced by their advance planning and their attention to every detail. We acknowledge, in particular, the ef-

forts of the incomparable Vero, the brilliant Silvester, and Peter, the chef extraordinaire. Finally, we thank God for the 

leadership of Brother Edwin Joseph, F.S.G., whose grace, compassion and humility are an inspiration to all of us! 

The 2010 Medical Mission team included Ginny Wiltse, Izzy Robert-

shaw, M.D., Mary Klaus, L.P.N., Jack Gardner, P.A.-C, Isabelle Cole, 

(back row) Keith Ruehlmann and Rich Fry, M.D. 

Top row, left to right: While Dr. Izzy Robertshaw demonstrates the use of the sonogram during pregnancy at the Antkirihiry Clinic in Toamasina, 

Isabelle Cole provides a fluent French translation for the doctor in charge at the clinic. Dr. Olga and Isabelle Cole look on as Dr. Rich Fry counsels 

a new mom at the Apostolat de la Mer on how to calm her infant. Jack Gardner examines a patient in rural Antsiramandroso as her son observes. 

Bottom row, left to right: Brother Edwin Joseph explains a prescription to a young patient. Mary Klaus welcomes patients at the intake station. 

Sister Zizela teaches a youngster how to use an inhaler for his asthma.  
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Look for the CRMF Christmas video on YouTube! 

Visit our website ð www.caringresponse.org ð or join us on Facebook. 


